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Funding application form
Please use the table below to provide summary details of your research funding application. This information is used for automatic insertion of data into the AHURI research management database. Do not amend the structure of the table in any way—simply enter the appropriate information.
	1. Project code
(allocated by AHURI Limited)
	

	2. Project title
(no more than 12 words)
	

	3. Primary Strategic Research Issue
	

	4. Other Strategic Research Issues
Projects may also relate to other Strategic Research Issues – please specify.
	

	5. Total funds requested ex GST
(inclusive of AHURI dissemination costs)
	

	6. 50 word précis
(research statement)
	

	7. Researchers, positions and university affiliations

	
	Title
	First name
	Last name
	Affiliation
	Position
	Salary
	Project allocation

Tasks
% of time on
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$
	
	
	

	8. Summary of proposal (no more than 600 words)
If addressing a Strategic Research Issue, in this section the specific research question(s) that will guide the research on this Strategic Research Issue must be identified.

	
	Enter text here…


	

	


The full application

Applications should be structured using the following headings. Please follow the written instructions closely. (Note: instructions are for the information of applicants and should be removed from the proposal). The total word count for the Applications should not exceed 3000. Applications exceeding 3000 words will not be assessed.

1. Policy relevance

Clearly state the research aims and questions. Explain how these research aims and questions connect to AHURI’s National Housing Research Program Research Agenda.

Clearly identify the nature of the information to be obtained through the research, the link between these potential findings and key policy issues, and the capacity of the potential research findings to actively inform policy development. Findings need to be generalisable to a population of policy relevance.

Demonstrate that your team has an understanding of the policy issues and literature and relate it to the research proposed.

2. Approach (aims, methods, timeline)

Indicate whether it is to be an Essay, Investigative Panel or Research Project and outline the approach taken for each:

· In the case of an Essay, specify the aims and issues being discussed, and an indication of the types of sources used.

· In the case of an Investigative Panel, specify the research question, the processes (including meetings) undertaken to investigate the question and the analytical methods used to draw the findings together.

· In the case of a Research Project specify the overall research design, the research methods to be used and how the data analysis will be conducted. It must be clear how the research design, the research methods and the data analysis techniques will provide answers to each key research question. In multi-method research designs explain how the different types of data will be analysed and integrated. Significant issues that might affect the progress of the research (e.g. data access issues) should be identified and strategies for overcoming these issues detailed.

In relation to Investigative Panels and Research Projects please fill in the following table as part of your application.
Table 1: Research question, data sources and methodology
	Research Question
	Data sources
	Methodology
(including data sources)

	Research Question 1 (e.g. How do housing and income inequalities contribute to social and spatial polarisation and how have these inequalities been changing in the 20 years, 1986 to 2006?).
	e.g. ABS Census data: 1986, 1996, 2001; for Sydney SLAs. 

Consistently defined measures of household income, rents, employment, household and labour market characteristics and dwelling types.
	Analysis of distribution curves, Gini coefficients and Lorenz curves for household incomes in Sydney using SLA data for each year.

Analysis of distribution curves and Gini coefficients of housing costs by household using SLA data.

	Research Question 2
	
	


Material currently in this table is for illustrative purposes.

Add as many rows (one per research question) to this table as required
Regardless of research vehicle type, a detailed schedule is required showing the key tasks and milestones. The schedule should cover what activities will be carried out, when they will occur, how they relate to other activities, how long they will take and what the key outputs associated with each activity will be. A list of key outputs needs to be included. Specify the key outputs to be developed through the project that best fit the nature of the project and that will maximise the effective dissemination of the findings. These may include AHURI’s published outputs of a Positioning Paper, Final Report, Research Paper and Research and Policy Bulletin, but may also include non-published outputs (such as discussion papers) to feed into research processes. The final outputs will be agreed in consultation with AHURI at the time of contracting. The start and end dates of each activity must be provided. Ensure that sufficient time is allowed to complete the deliverables as detailed.

Please note that AHURI National Office will coordinate User Group membership and meetings, and coordinate roundtable and other dissemination opportunities. However, the timetable should, to the maximum extent possible, detail timelines for engagement and dissemination, including consultation with the User Group.

3. Budget (including budget justification and value for money)

Please include a clear presentation of an item-by-item budget showing funds sought for: personnel, data collection, data purchase, equipment (detail how the equipment is to be used, and provide details of quotes), and travel (itemising origins and destinations for travel, daily allowances etc.). Engagement activities (such as those run through Investigative Panels) should also be costed. The budget should identify the inputs of staff time and resources required to complete each key phase of the research project. A robust justification for each item of expenditure (including salary and staffing levels) is required to demonstrate the value for money of the research to policy development.

Please provide details of any other support the project has received or is seeking. Where in-kind resources of external organisations are required to conduct and complete the research, letters that formally detail the resources to be provided should be included with the application. Correspondence that offers general, positive support for the project will be removed from proposals and not taken into consideration as part of the assessment process. Note that delivery of the research outputs should be fully funded within the research proposal.

4. Research team

Please demonstrate the ability of the research team (or Investigative Panel) to carry out the work by identifying the housing policy experience, housing knowledge and methodological expertise of each team (Panel) member that is relevant to the application. The ability of the team (Panel) to complete the work on time should be clearly demonstrated by detailing how the research will be accommodated into teaching or other work schedules. Where project team members currently are involved in other AHURI projects, you must name each project, indicate whether it is currently running overdue from its original contracted timelines (Table 2). You should comment if commitments on these projects will adversely affect the commencement of the research in March 2010 or its completion to the timeline provided.

Please list all Grants from other funding bodies (e.g. Australian Research Council) that you have applied for or are in progress (Table 3).

Make clear that the research will be supported by a balanced research team with the appropriate mix of senior and junior researchers. Applications should ensure that research team leaders allocate sufficient time to lead and manage research according to its size and complexity. Attach a CV for each research team member of no more than 500 words per team member, which includes all contact details (physical address, mailing address, email address and telephone number). In the case of Investigative Panels, information on all panel members should be provided, though CVs are not necessary for policy makers.

Please also articulate the extent to which the project contributes to national housing and urban research capacity through the provision of research training opportunities. Make clear how research training and or other capacity building measures will be advanced through the conduct of the project, particularly for postgraduate students and/or early career researchers.

Identify the extent to which the project provides for intra-Research Centre and inter-Research Centre collaboration, as well as inter-disciplinary work. Capacity building statements should also be explicitly linked to the Research Centre’s strategic priorities.

Please provide summary details of the research scope in Table 4.
Table 2: Current AHURI projects
	Team member name
	Name of project (AHURI Code)
	Current date due
	Overdue?

	
	
	
	(Yes/No)


Add as many rows (one per research question) to this table as required

Table 3: Other current projects
	Team member name
	Name of project and funding status
	Funding source
	Amount

	
	
	
	


Add as many rows (one per research question) to this table as required

Table 4: Research scope
	Location(s) of empirical research
	i.e. locations of fieldwork, case studies, interviews, primary data sets.

	Scale(s) of research focus
	i.e. household, neighbourhood, town, region

	Jurisdictional relevance of research
	state/territory, national

	International collaboration
	Y/N. If yes, please state nature of collaboration (e.g. advisory board, international research team member, case study).

	Indigenous component
	Y/N. Please state reason.


Before submitting your application

Please ensure that you have:
· Completed the application on the pro forma, following precisely the written instructions.

· Specified the Strategic Research Issue or Priority Research Question relevant to your application.
· Named the research team leader and/or the person with primary responsibilities for carriage of the research (and ensured that these people are eligible to apply with no overdue deliverables and no more than two current Research Projects).

· Nominated a research title no longer than 12 words.
· Provided a précis (research statement) no longer than 50 words.

· Included a separate 600 word research summary. Non-compliant applications will not be assessed.

· Checked that the body of the application consists of no more than 3000 clearly written and presented words (excluding the separate 600 word project summary and separate CVs). Non-compliant applications will not be assessed.
· Filled in the methods table ensuring that links between research questions, methodology and potential findings are clear.

· Listed an item-by-item budget (i.e. by research phase or deliverable), prioritised the items and justified them.
· Ensured that the total cost of the project cited on the application pro forma cover page is consistent with the budget contained in the application (excluding GST). This amount includes the AHURI National Office costs associated with dissemination, policy engagement and editing/ proof-reading.
· Specified the dates for key milestones and deliverables and the associated payment schedule.
· Listed all outstanding AHURI deliverables, each research team members’ involvement in current AHURI research, and current grants and applications with external funding bodies.
· Incorporated a statement identifying the reasons for including or not including Indigenous housing issues as a focus of the research.

· Included 500 word CVs and clearly listed contact details, including e-mail addresses, for all team members. Non-compliant applications will not be assessed.
Once you have completed these steps, please forward your application to your Research Centre Director for review and completion of an application submission form.
All applications must be submitted to the AHURI National Office by an AHURI Research Centre Director. Any application not forwarded through an AHURI Research Centre Director will not be assessed. Any application that does not include the appropriate submission form completed by an AHURI Research Centre Director will not be assessed.
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