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Toddler tossed about as mum drove

Good Samaritan
punched in head

Wayne FlowerA MOTHER has been ac-
cused of attacking another
mum who saw her driving
erratically with an unre-
strained toddler in the back
of a station wagon.

Police have interviewed the
27-year-old mother of three over the
alleged assault and claims she had
been driving with her youngest child
seated in a children’s push car.

Samantha, 40, told the Herald
Sun she was driving home from
work on Monday afternoon when
she saw the small child being
thrown from side to side in the
back of the mother’s wagon in
Altona Meadows.

The mother of two said the
woman had driven off Princes

Freeway down a side street before
cutting her off as she turned into
her driveway.

‘‘The little boy was holding the
steering wheel (of the toy car) and
as she was going around the cor-
ners the boy was going from one
side of the wagon to the other
hitting his head on the windows,’’
Samantha said. ‘‘He was hitting his
head on one side then as she’s gone
the other way he’s hitting the back
of his head.’’

Samantha said she was attacked
after she stopped her car outside
the woman’s house and asked if
she needed help.

‘‘I opened the door and put one

leg out and stuck my head out
because I thought something was
seriously wrong — the way she was
driving — and she was ranting and
raving about what a good mother
she was,’’ she said.

‘‘Next thing I knew she had
thrown a punch in my face.’’

Samantha said the woman
continued to assault her, pull-
ing her hair and slamming her
against the car.

‘‘She kept saying ‘You’ve picked
the wrong person’.

‘‘I couldn’t really do anything by
then because I was pushed up
against the car,’’ she said.

Anyone who witnessed the inci-
dent should call Altona North police
on 9392 3111 or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.
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Spot the difference:
the personalities of Chad 
Yesilova, 27, and Chantal 

Tompson, 25, come from their 
upbringing not their gender, 

according to a new book.
Picture: FIONA HAMILTON

‘Dislike’
fraud on
Facebook
FACEBOOK members are
being warned of a rogue ‘‘dis-
like’’ feature luring users into
giving away personal infor-
mation to frauds.

The social networking
website said it was investigat-
ing examples of the fraud,
which tricks members into
giving permission to access
their profile pages.

The fraud was launched
amid calls for the introduction
of an official dislike feature to
accompany the ‘‘like’’ button
already in place, according to
IT security firm Sophos.

‘‘Facebook users should
think carefully before they
click on an unknown link in a
friend’s status update as these
scams are becoming increas-
ingly common,’’ said Graham
Cluley, of Sophos.

‘‘Giving away personal infor-
mation in a survey and allow-
ing an application access to
your profile is extremely
risky,’’ he said. − PA

Elderly
prefer
space
MOST elderly people live
in homes that are too big for
their needs.

According to a study by the
Australian Housing and Urban
Research Institute, 84 per cent
of home owners aged 55 and
older are living in homes that
are unnecessarily large.

And 90 per cent of them
couldn’t care less, preferring to
remain in their own homes,
supported if necessary by pro-
fessional services.

But almost two-thirds of the
study’s 1600 respondents said
they would sooner move to a
retirement village than burden
their children and 18 per cent
said they would move if they
developed a severe disability.

The Canadian Occupancy
Standard, an internationally
accepted accommodation
guide, rates a three-bedroom
or larger home owned by an
older couple or single as being
under-utilised.

Psychologist thinks we’re all from Mars
Elissa DohertyIF men are from Mars, then

so are women.
That’s according to a

Melbourne psychologist, who
says the idea that gender
roles are hard-wired at birth,
trumpeted in the 1992
bestseller Men are from
Mars, Women are from
Venus, is wrong.

Cordelia Fine said men and
women are, instead, a
product of their culture
and upbringing.

The book Delusions of

Gender, to be released in
Australia in October,
looks at the scientific reasons
why men and women
are different.

Were girls made to multi-
task and be good talkers?

And were boys born with
map-reading and spatial
skills? The Melbourne
University psychologist said
no — drawing on the latest
research in developmental

psychology, neuroscience,
and social psychology.

She said there were no
major neurological
differences guiding men and
women’s behaviour and it
was nurture, rather than
nature, that had the biggest
influence on skills, attributes
and personalities.

Subscribing to gender
stereotypes could be to the
detriment of children’s
education, she said.

She argued that, for

example, as boys were
assumed to be bad
communicators, their
language skills were being
neglected.

Melbourne clinical
psychologist Dr Janet Hall
said certain behaviours —
such as men liking to solve
problems, and women liking
to talk and express feelings —
were definitely wired into us.

But while children were
socialised into adopting
other gender roles, that was

changing. ‘‘Girls for
example are entering more
scientific pursuits these
days,’’ Dr Hall said.

Dr Lise Eliot, an associate
professor at Chicago Medical
School, said: ‘‘Children don’t
inherit intellectual
differences. They learn them.

‘‘Yes, boys and girls, men
and women, are different.
But most of those differences
are far smaller than Men are
from Mars, Women are from
Venus suggests.’’

Kidnapped toddler found
A MISSING toddler was found last night with his
father after a car was stolen with the little boy in it.

The boy’s mother was standing beside the car in
Weastmead, western Sydney, about 4.45pm yesterday
when she was pushed aside by a man in his 20s, who
jumped in the car and drove off.

Police searched several houses before finding the boy
safe and well, 10km away in the Glenwood. − AAP

Life story from the grave
A NEW electronic device will breathe life into
tombstones in New York.

The Memory Medallion allows cemetery visitors
with smartphones to point the units at a grave and
get pictures and biographical information about
the deceased.

The medallions will upload as many as eight photos
of the deceased and a 1000-word biography.

nib holdings limited (nib) is encouraging current and former 

policyholders who are eligible for nib shares to verify their 

details on or before 30 September 2010, otherwise they 

will no longer be eligible to claim their shares.

As part of nib’s demutualisation process undertaken in 

2007, eligible policyholders were offered between 300 and 

6000 nib shares based on their level of health cover and 

length of membership. 

An eligible policyholder is a person who was a policyholder 

of nib on 20 March 2007 and remained a policyholder 

on 19 July 2007.

To be allocated nib shares and receive any unclaimed 

dividends payable to you by nib, eligible policyholders 

must verify their details. This can be done online by visiting 

www.nib.com.au/shareholders and following the 

“verify your details” link, or by telephoning 1300 664 316.

If you are an eligible policyholder and do not 
verify your details before 30 September 2010 
you will no longer be eligible to receive your
nib shares.

Time is running 
out to be allocated 
your nib shares.


