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HUMAN RIGHTS

Housing & health



Essential for human survival with dignity 

✓ the right to family life and privacy, 

✓ the right to freedom of movement, 

✓ the right to assembly and association, 

✓ the right to health, and

✓ the right to development.
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Living healthy and 
strong

Aboriginal health 

“not just the physical well-being of an individual 
but refers to the social, emotional and cultural 
well-being of the whole Community 

in which each individual is able to achieve their 
full potential as a human being thereby bringing 
about the total well-being of their Community. It 
is a whole of life view and includes the cyclical 
concept of life-death-life.”

https://www.naccho.org.au/acchos

https://www.naccho.org.au/acchos
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Voices of 
Aboriginal people
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Beyond the medical: Child Health Forum
Integrating services to better help people and communities “Keeping 
our kids safe”

Healthcare workers:

• No established and effective care pathway to 
connect housing, health and social service 
agencies with Aboriginal families in South East 
Sydney;

• No clear communication pathway between 
services.

3/16/2022 13



Housing and health

14 TGI Wednesday Seminar June 2021



Governance 
structure



Stakeholder 
interviews

• Time taken supporting housing tenants 

• Housing issues - mould, pests, 
unsuitable housing, security, structural, 
unsafe neighbourhoods, violence

• Transparency - process to support 
clients/patients 

• Housing provider accountability 

• Escalation 

• Partnerships and relationships 
between agencies

• Under resourcing of social services and 
housing agencies
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Social prescribing

Canadian approach



Screening Tool
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Questions Further information Action

1. Physical / structural

2. Social

3. Access & mobility

4. Affordability

“How is the [housing 
issue] impacting on your 
child’s health?”

1. Complete Medical 
Assessment form (DCJ)

2. Letter 



Letter 
template
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Patient/client information

Housing and health impact

Guidelines

Action

Escalation plan



Pathway
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Use Screening Tool to 
guide discussion and 

capture information on 
housing and health 

problem/s

Write support letter 
based on information 

captured from 
discussion

If no response 
received from letter 
and issue is ongoing, 

escalate to case 
conference

If case is severe, 
escalate to case 

conference



PDSA – Plan Do 
Study Act
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Next steps

Guided by 
Aboriginal 
Reference 
Group priorities
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