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What has the pandemic 
taught us about what 

quality living and housing 
looks like?
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“These inferior developments do not do our city justice. It's not very liveable – it's not very 
Melbourne – if a resident must rely on borrowed light” 
Hon Richard Wynne on the case for Better Apartment standards, 2015.

- We need to make homes, not storage for people
- Making homes badly can catastrophically impact mental and physical health.
- Choices we make on the location, programming, placemaking, design and 

specification of housing can dramatically and positively change the life 
trajectory for householders

- Access to quality places and nature is critical to wellbeing
- Digital literacy and infrastructure are critical enablers for opportunity
- WFH delivers greater choice for those living in homes that enable it
- “Housing first” whilst not a perfect solution did deliver positive benefits for the 

majority of residents engaged in the program in Victoria
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Theme 1: Designing for Place
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Integrating with the 
neighbourhood &
Stitching the place
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What does  an 
example of 
ecology of 

success
look like?

& partnerships
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Theme 2: Designing for Community
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- TACKLING key issues of our time- climate change, social exclusion & inequity and poor 
housing arrangements

- CONSIDER The role of the project in renovating the neighbourhood
- LEVERAGE partnerships and regional strengths to build back better
- ADOPT a Framework plan to build a collective culture of sharing, collaboration & 

partnership
- CONNECT quality housing outcomes to better pathways to work and purpose, community 

engagement and economic, environmental and social wellbeing

Understanding the barriers, the biases and the gaps in knowledge that inhibit community development.

The design tactics include:
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Places to meet & 
connect with people 
& place
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Curating interfaces and the daily journey
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Theme 3: Designing for Home
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A new government wish list
- Design & deliver through the lens of an enduring asset rather 

than a roofs only KPI
- Limit units per floor reliant on lifts & the length of corridors.
- Mandate natural light & ventilation to shared spaces & homes 
- Mandate all-electric low-carbon living
- Require all year amenity for outdoor communal spaces
- Add design guidance to enable work from home
- Mandate enhanced green travel facilities & programs, & reduced 

car dependancy 
- Design for safety, meeting and enagagment
- Deliver enduring positive impact through enduring partnerships 

with complimentary enterprises & agencies
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What might the 
Building Design 
Checklist look 

like?

& partnerships
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Thankyou

Prof. Rob McGauran
MGS Architects 

www.mgsarchitects.com.au
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