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“Housing crisis is the predictable, consistent outcome 
of a basic characteristic of capitalist spatial 
development: housing is not produced and 
distributed for the purposes of dwelling for all; it is 
produced and distributed as a commodity to enrich 
the few. Housing crisis is not a result of the system 
breaking down but of the system working as it is 
intended.”

In Defense of Housing
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TOTAL = 35 UNITS

100% 3hr+ solar access
100% cross - ventilated
52% bathrooms w/ window

Unit GFA     :  23.9m2 – 32.0m2

SEPP Calc : 16.9m2 – 21.9m2
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Hill Thalis Housing Survey

Favourable Attributes: 
- Sun
- Opening Windows
- Ceiling Fans
- Adjustable Screens
- Architectural Character
- Communal Roof Terrace
- Material Quality
- Location
- Affordability
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Ultimo / Glebe Demonstration Project
City of Sydney with NSW Land and Housing Corp
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2007-08 
City of Sydney launches Sustainable 
Sydney 2030,
including new initiatives and targets for 
affordable housing
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Glebe Affordable Housing Demonstration Project

SGS with Hill Thalis & 
Studio Zanardo
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- there will be at least 140,000 dwellings (50,000 additional dwellings) in the City for an increased diversity of household

- the number of social housing will be maintained (equal to 11% in 2007), equating to 7.5% of all dwellings

- the % of Not–for–Profit housing for low to moderate income households can increase from less than 1% to 7.5% of all dwellings

Project Targets by 2030

Project Targets by 2030

› there will be at least 140,000 dwellings (50,000 additional dwellings) in the 
City for an increased diversity of household

› the number of social housing will be maintained (equal to 11% in 2007), 
equating to 7.5% of all dwellings

› the % of Not–for–Profit housing for low to moderate income households 
can increase from less than 1% to 7.5% of all dwellings

Glebe Affordable Housing Demonstration Project
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Alternative Housing Ideas Challenge
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2018
City of Sydney Councillors Philip Thalis 
and Jess Scully initiate the Alternative 
Housing Challenge A Policy Project
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State Govt sale
of public housing
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State Govt sale
of public housing

“The right to the city manifests 
itself as a superior form of rights: 
right to freedom, to the right of 
the individual to take part society, 
to habitat and to inhabit. The 
right to participation and 
appropriation (clearly distinct 
from the right of property), are 
implied in the right to the city.”

Henri Lefebvre –
The Right to the City
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