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Law reform




In October 2017, the Victorian government announced an initial
package of reforms, with a focus on 'strengthening tenants' rights, to

provide those who rent with a sense of security and support.
State Government of Victoria (undated) 'Making renting fair', Rent Fair Victoria website.

In the government's media release, the Premier stated that the
proposed package of reforms 'gives tenants more rights, helps them
stay on longer leases, makes bonds smaller and fairer, and cracks

down on dodgy landlords’.
Premier of Victoria Andrews Labor government will make renting fair, media release, 8
October 2017.



Some unanticipated events
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COVID crushes rental affordability
in the regions as Melbourne looks
for room to breathe

The rental affordability situation in regional Victoria has reached crisis point, with Melbourne residents
relocating after the COVID-19 lockdown, according to Anglicare Australia’s 2021 Rental Affordability Snapshot.

The snapshot analysed 33,710 Victorian rental listings from 27 March 2021, finding that less than half the
number of rental properties were available in regional Victoria compared to the same time last year. Fewer than
10 per cent of these were suitable for any type of low income household without putting them into housing
stress.

Anglicare Victoria CEOQ Paul McDonald said rental affordability continues to drift out of reach of our lowest
income earners.

"Real action is needed from the Morrison Government to address the affordable housing crisis in Australia.
Federal policy intervention such as a national affordable housing strategy or summit is becoming critical,” Mr
McDonald said.

"This research shows that many families on low incomes have been left high and dry as rents in the regions
ratchet up, driven by the competition from those moving out of Melbourne. Only 2 per cent of the available
rentals are suitable for those on income support without sending them into housing stress or overcrowding.



‘I'm not leaving’: Rochester renters
sent eviction notices after floods are
hitting back

Property management company says it's legally required but
tenants such as Tammy Gavin, and her four children and
grandson, just want to be home
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or
daily news podcast

O As the clean up in Rochester continues, tenants issued with an eviction notice say their houses
are still livable. Photograph: Cait Kelly/The Guardian

At least 160 renters in the Victorian town of Rochester, whose homes have
been destroyed by major flooding sweeping Australia’s south-east, have now
been served with eviction notices.



International Students in Victoria in 2019

1 in 20 of our entire
population in Victoria 1iIn 5 of the

residents of the

A population equal to City of
that of Geelong Melbourne



A closer look at some of our work
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Treaty is our opportunity to make sure we - the Traditional
Owners of these lands - always have the freedom and power to
make the decisions that affect our communities, our culture,
and our Country.



Final Report
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Royal Commission
into Family Violence

Summary and

recommendations

March 2016
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Housing

Renting

Rental agreements, applici
orending a lease, repairs, |
manager, renting guide

Buying and selling p
Planning, understanding p
private sales, settlement, ¢
underquoting, data

Building and renovat
Plan and manage your prg

defects, delays, insolvency,

Owners corporation
corporate)

Meetings and committees,
maintaining common prop
disputes, search

Retirement villages

Guide to choosing, living in
retirement village. Fees an

Residential parks

Renting

Changes to renting laws

Victoria's renting laws have changed. See
the list of changes and find out about
support for industry and community groups.

Starting and changing rental
agreements

Understand different rental agreements
(leaises); how to apply for o renew an
agreement; move in and out of a property;
access resources and quides.

Rent, bond, bills and condition
reports

Find out about rent and bond payments; rent
increases; use our rent calculator; paying for
utilities; using condition reports.

Repairs, alterations, safety and
pets

Minimum standards for rentals; repairs -
urgent and non-urgent; renters changing the
property; keeping the property safe; pets.

)

)

)

Family violence when
renting

Changing the rental agreement
because of family violence

Changing the locks because of
family violence

Installing security devices
because of family violence

Repairs after domage due to
family violence

Removing your name from renter
databases (blacklists) because of
family violence

Support for people expetiencing
family violence

Information for excluded renters
orresidents



Rooming House Lived Experience Project




Findings

Despite a significant period of rooming house reform, there remains ample
evidence that further work is required in the rooming house sector to ensure
safe, secure and decent housing.

Councils are struggling to ensure compliance with the public health
requirements for rooming houses, particularly with identifying and
responding to a large number of unlawful rooming houses.

There remains some confusion about the definition of a rooming house,
particularly where operators are using arrangements to obscure the true use
of the premises.



Living In Residential Parks




Lifestyle

COMMUNITIES

Nearby communities

Our Communities

Why North West

Meet the locals

Homes For Sale

Other areas

For Homeowners

AboutUs Events [ R 1300505560 \ ~ Enquire Now

Helpful resources

Lifestyle Seasons

Idyllic - Sage - Picture Perfect - Rural-Urban Fringe

1 homes for sale | Starting from $310k

Sensationally scenic living. Discover the perfect blend of natural
beauty and cosmopolitan connectivity at a fraction of what
you'd expect. Downsize to a bigger life today at Lifestyle
Seasons.

Explore community =

Lifestyle Brookfield

Classic « Pioneers - Graceful - Established

The community that started it all, Lifestyle Brookfield in Melton,
is the perfect place for your new beginning. It just keeps getting
better!
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Aboriginal Private Rental Access Project




Aboriginal Victorians persistently report discrimination in the private

rental market as a significant access barrier to housing.

This project arose from Mana-na worn-tyeen maar-takoort,

recommendation 3.1.1:

Work with the Commissioner for Residential Tenancies to investigate

apparent discrimination against Aboriginal people in the private rental

market.



Aboriginal Housing Victoria —
Self Determination in Action

https://www.vahhf.org.au/

MANA-NA
WOORN-TYEEN
MAAR-TAKOORT

EVERY ABORIGINAL PERSON HAS A HOME

WWW.VARHF.ORG.AU



https://www.vahhf.org.au/

We partnered with Aboriginal Housing Victoria,
Victoria Legal Aid and Consumer Policy Research

Centre (CPRC).

We put together support, funding and governance.



Stage 1: Research conducted by Swinburne University with oversight by CPRC:
Aboriginal Private Rental Access in Victoria: "Excluded from the Start” by
Wendy M Stone, Zoé Almeida Goodall, Andrew Peters and Piret Veeroja.
Stage 2: Policy recommendations flowing from the Swinburne report. Process
of refinement of recommendations with ACCO’s via the Victorian Aboriginal

Housing and Homelessness Forum.

Stage 3: Implementation.



The report and recommendations can
be found at:
www.rentingcommissioner.vic.gov.au
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ABORIGINAL PRIVATE
= RENTAL ACCESS IN VICTORIA:
— "EXCLUDED FROM THE START"




Summary figure: Borriers/problems and opportunities/solutions for Aboriginol Victorions
seeking housing in the private rental sector, mapped along the Renters fourney
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Looking forward
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Big housing build

Home Projects Big housing build

We're building thousands of new homes for Victorians in need and creating tens of thousands of

jobs to support Victoria's recovery.

Strategic partnership
projects

We are working with the community
and private housing sector on
projects across Victoria.

Streamlined planning

The planning system will be
streamlined - prioritising social and
affordable housing developments to
accelerate approvals.

Regional investment

The Big Housing Build will invest 25%

of the total $5 billion program across

regional Victoria. This will provide
$1.25 billion across regional Victoria.

Why the Big Housing Build?

Social housing provides Victorians
with a vital safety net, offering people
the dignity, stability and
opportunities they need to fully
participate in their community and
improve their lives.

Ground Lease Model

Grants, tenders and EOI

& Print o5 Share

PROJECTS

Big housing build

Strategic partnership projects

Streamlined planning
Regional investment
Why the Big Housing Build?

Ground Lease Model
Grants, tenders and EOI

Social procurement
Featured projects
What's happening in my area

North Richmond revitalisation

Need urgent housing? +

Q




’SnUg.Com Renters Managers Pricing About ( Logln) Join Snug

Find and rent a home
faster

Online rental applications trusted by
over 61,000 property managers

Manager - Learn More Renters — Apply

Application Status
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We use cookies to give you the best possible experience. To consent for cookies to be used, click accept

GDPR compliance powered by Autopilot




Key problem areas

Cost — rent, utilities and bond

Property condition

Sense of home and belonging - certainty of tenure and privacy
Resolving disputes

Discrimination in access

Sharing not well covered by law

Overcrowding



Opportunities for change

We have to change the conversation about renting (it’s slowly
happening).

And work towards:
vl Renters’ rights are protected and strengthened
v] Renters understand their rights

vl Renters exercise their rights



