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Law reform



In October 2017, the Victorian government announced an initial 

package of reforms, with a focus on 'strengthening tenants' rights, to 

provide those who rent with a sense of security and support.
State Government of Victoria (undated) 'Making renting fair', Rent Fair Victoria website.

In the government's media release, the Premier stated that the 

proposed package of reforms 'gives tenants more rights, helps them 

stay on longer leases, makes bonds smaller and fairer, and cracks 

down on dodgy landlords’.
Premier of Victoria Andrews Labor government will make renting fair, media release, 8 

October 2017.



Some unanticipated events







1 in 20 of our entire 
population in Victoria

A population equal to 
that of Geelong

1 in 5 of the 
residents of the 
City of 
Melbourne

International Students in Victoria in 2019



A closer look at some of our work 









Rooming House Lived Experience Project 



Findings

Despite a significant period of rooming house reform, there remains ample 
evidence that further work is required in the rooming house sector to ensure 
safe, secure and decent housing. 

Councils are struggling to ensure compliance with the public health 
requirements for rooming houses, particularly with identifying and 
responding to a large number of unlawful rooming houses. 

There remains some confusion about the definition of a rooming house, 
particularly where operators are using arrangements to obscure the true use 
of the premises. 



Living in Residential Parks





Aboriginal Private Rental Access Project 



Aboriginal Victorians persistently report discrimination in the private 

rental market as a significant access barrier to housing. 

This project arose from Mana-na worn-tyeen maar-takoort, 

recommendation 3.1.1:

Work with the Commissioner for Residential Tenancies to investigate 

apparent discrimination against Aboriginal people in the private rental 

market.



Aboriginal Housing Victoria –
Self Determination in Action

https://www.vahhf.org.au/

https://www.vahhf.org.au/


We partnered with Aboriginal Housing Victoria, 

Victoria Legal Aid and Consumer Policy Research 

Centre (CPRC).

We put together support, funding and governance.



Stage 1: Research conducted by Swinburne University with oversight by CPRC: 

Aboriginal Private Rental Access in Victoria: "Excluded from the Start” by 

Wendy M Stone, Zoë Almeida Goodall, Andrew Peters and Piret Veeroja.

Stage 2: Policy recommendations flowing from the Swinburne report. Process 

of refinement of recommendations with ACCO’s via the Victorian Aboriginal 

Housing and Homelessness Forum.

Stage 3: Implementation.



The report and recommendations can 
be found at:
www.rentingcommissioner.vic.gov.au



Renting in Australia - challenges and reforms



Looking forward









Key problem areas

Cost – rent, utilities and bond

Property condition

Sense of home and belonging - certainty of tenure and privacy

Resolving disputes

Discrimination in access

Sharing not well covered by law

Overcrowding



Opportunities for change

We have to change the conversation about renting (it’s slowly 
happening).

And work towards:

 Renters’ rights are protected and strengthened

 Renters understand their rights

 Renters exercise their rights


