
Acknowledgement 

of Country

We respectfully acknowledge the 

Yagara and Turrbal people as the 

Traditional Custodians of Meeanjin

(Brisbane). 

We pay our respects to their 

strength, cultural resilience and the 

Elders past and present.



Why Home Stretch…? 
Overwhelming evidence base to extend support from 18-21, 

homelessness halved, education rates doubled... 



A $350m national commitment



Home Stretch WA… 

Is a promise to young people and Aboriginal 

Communities

= Co-designed, tested and developed 
BY or WITH Young People



Nitja Nop Yorga Ngulla Mia…



Home Stretch WA – A Community of Practice





Home Stretch WA Model

Young people are at centre
of support. Everyone is 
treated as an individual

Support or 
connection is offered 
in all areas of life

Support is delivered in 
specific ways (Practice 
Approaches).

Home Stretch WA 
greater purpose is to  
connect young people 
with their community 
and culture.  

Home Stretch WA 
focuses on 3 key 
elements of support



Independence VS Interdependence

We often talk about independence as the goal 
for young people leaving care….

It’s the wrong goal for a system



Will it end homelessness for care leavers?

Around 1 in 3 (30%) young people experience 
homelessness at some stage within their first 
year after leaving care (37% of these for 6 
months or more) (McDowall 2020).

Care Leavers are still significantly over-
represented in By Name List capturing those 
experiencing chronic homelessness.



Pathway to Safe & Stable Housing



Housing Supports through Home Stretch 

across Australia

Most states offer a financial subsidy payment 
to assist with Housing Costs

Universally there is an interdependence on 
existing housing stock, housing & homelessness 
systems and a young person’s natural 
networks.



KPMG audit for the 2023 Home Stretch Symposium





Kimberley 

423,517 km²

Victoria 

227,444 km²

Germany 

357,600 km²



Kimberley Providers 



Place Based - Culturally Strong – Community Led - Long-term 
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